
star-magazine.co.uk 25

F ormer X Factor contestant Diana 
Vickers is almost unrecognisable 
from the 17-year-old who rose 
to fame in the ITV music 

competition in 2008. When  
we sit down with the 26-year-
old, she’s chatty, confident 
and, unlike many stars, 
refreshingly happy to 
answer all our questions. 

She’s been working with 
Craig Revel Horwood on 
new musical Son Of A 
Preacher Man, which features 
Dusty Springfield’s greatest hits, 
and says he’s very different from his 
stern Strictly Come Dancing persona.

She confesses she hasn’t been watching 
her X Factor pal Alexandra Burke on the 
current series of Strictly and hasn’t actually 
seen the singing show in years… 

Hi Diana! What’s it like working with Craig?
He’s really lovely, but he knows what he wants 
and isn’t afraid to give his honest opinion. He’s 
a performer himself, so has a lot of empathy 
and patience. He’s a big pussycat, really.
He’s always the harshest judge on Strictly.  
Is he very difficult to please?
He’s quite easily pleased. He’s a perfectionist, 
but a pleasure to work with. We’ve a WhatsApp 
group and he’s always chirping up there. 
Have you been watching your X Factor 
friend Alexandra on this year’s Strictly?
Not really. I work every Saturday night,  
so I haven’t really seen a lot of it, which is  
a shame because I love Strictly.

Would you like to do it yourself one year?
Never say never…

Do you have any favourite acts from 
this year’s X Factor ?

I haven’t watched a thing – I’m 
so bad. It’s changed a lot 
and I haven’t really 
watched it for years.
Are you still in touch with 
any judges from your 
time on the show?
Cheryl Tweedy was in my 

management team for a 
while, although it’s not like a 

close relationship. But if I did  
see her I’d hug her and the baby.

Would you like to see her back as a judge?
She was always a really great judge, so people 
would love to have her back. 
Tell us about Son Of A Preacher Man…
I got the script, saw “Dusty Springfield” and 
immediately felt a connection because of my 
voice. It’s matured and got stronger over the 
years, especially from doing musical theatre. 
The musical is fictional and the preacher has  
a record shop and dishes out advice to 
people with lonely hearts. 

Tell us about your character, Kat…
She’s bolshie, a bit of a tomboy. She’s been 
online dating and really fancies this guy but 
he doesn’t love her back. She’s funny – so I’ve 
got some really good comedy scenes.  n

BECKY WALDREN

Son Of A Preacher Man is touring the UK 
until July 2018. Visit sonofapreacherman 
musical.com for information and tickets 
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Diana Vickers opens up about working
with the Strictly villain for her new musical

‘Craig is a 
pussycat’

Craig’s “nothing like”
his Strictly persona

The singer is touring in
Son Of A Preacher Man

Diana with Alexandra 
in their X Factor days

Cheryl mentored 
Diana on X Factor


